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                                                                                                  I love these toys the most, so I know   I love these toys the most, so I know               
          theyèll make the kids happy.ætheyèll make the kids happy.æ  

 
 
 
 
 

In this season of giving thanks for all God means to us and what He has done for 

us, I wanted to share with you an awesome example of the kind of giving God 

loves most. One of our volunteers shared this story with me and it impacted me so 

much, I just had to share it with you. 

One day this past week, Mati (the 4 year old son of the volunteer mentioned 

above) questioned his mom why she would leave home every night to go to the 

HALO Code Blue shelter. He would rather she stay home.  

Seeing this as the perfect opportunity to explain to him why her serving was so    

important to the women and children staying there, she told him about the people 

there and their circumstances. ñDo the children there have toys to play with?ò,  

he asked. ñThey have some.ò was her reply. 

Mati went to his room only to later return with four bags of his toys that he wanted to donate to the children at Code 

Blue.  The awesome part is that he had gathered up all of his favorite ones to donate. When questioned wouldnôt he 

rather donate ones he didnôt like or didnôt play with anymore, he responded ñI love these toys the most so I know theyôll 

make the kids happy.ò His mom hugged him, cried with joy, and prayed with Mati for his giving heart. 

Mati got the chance to bring his toys to Code Blue and hand them out to the children where they eagerly started going 

through them and playing with them. Among these was Matiôs favorite, a Buzz Lightyear action figure that he took   

everywhere with him. One little boy took it and started flying it around the room. The look on Matiôs face confirmed 

what he had known all along; that these toys would make the kids happy. 

Matiôs mother told me that she had wondered if she would do the same given the chance which made me think. If God 

called on me to give away my most treasured, earthly, material possessions to 

help another in need, would I do it?  And would I do it with the same selfless, 

cheerful heart of this 4 year old boy?    As a believer, Iôd like to think so, but in 

reality, I donôt know. Iôd never thought it through before. 

After they left that night, I went and held that little Buzz action figure. It had 

many scratches on the helmet, a little worn paint here and there, and rounded 

edges.   Obviously from the many baths it had taken with Mati, places it had 

gone with him in his pocket, friends who had likely played with it. Who knows 

all the stories it could tell while Mati enjoyed it.  

I do know that I saw the face of Christ in a 4 year old boy as he watched his     

favorite toy bring so much joy to kids he doesnôt even know and may never see 

again. Mati, thank you for teaching me the true meaning of cheerful, sacrificial 

giving. I could never have seen a more perfect example and itôs one Iôll never  

forget.  God bless you.   

In His service,  

Shane McDade 
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Dear Friends, 

 

     Have you ever felt during this busy season ñIôll be so glad when Christmas is 

over.ò  I caught myself saying that the other day to one of my volunteers.  I 

walked into my office and thought about what I had just said. 

 

     As I was deep in thought, I heard voices in the next room.  Listening more 

closely I realized Gina, our HALO Reads volunteer, was helping one of our 

adult students learn how to read. 

 

     I got up and went out to the Community Outreach Center and people were 

bringing donations to HALO.  ñSaw you on the news and wanted to help.  It 

isnôt much, but hopefully, it will help a little.ò as they smiled at Kim, helping 

unload their car. 

 

     I walked back into the office waiting room, all the chairs were filled and  

people were standing in line to be seen.  Sitting at the desk, Susie was cheerfully 

answering questions and giving out words of encouragement and hope. 

 

     As I walked on down the hallway, I came to the next office.  There Susan 

was inputting information into our client data base and beside her, Stephanie 

was scheduling volunteers for the Café and HALO on the Street. 

 

     I went back to my office and bowed my head.  ñJesus, donôt ever let me    

forget You are the Reason for the Season.  Itôs because you loved us so much 

you came as our Savior, the Greatest Gift.ò 

 

     It is my prayer that you have a   

wonderful Christmas and that you have 

accepted the Greatest Gift that has ever 

been given.   

  

Celeste 

Celeste Savage, 
Executive Director 
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Your Gifts Make   Your Gifts Make   Your Gifts Make   

It Possible!It Possible!It Possible!
 

 
 

JANUARY  2010 THRU       
NOVEMBER 2010 
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3rd Sunday of every         

month - 2:00PM 

HALO Café 

119 South Blvd. 
(corner of Eastern Shore Drive & South Blvd.) 

 

For more information and to register, contact   

the HALO Office @ 410-742-9356. 
A special Christmas dinner will be served to our HALO          

guests on December 25th. 

During that time, we will be handing out Christmas presents to the 

homeless men that dine with us.  Homeless women and               

children who are not staying in the shelter will be encouraged      

to stay at the shelter where they too will        

receive a Christmas gift. 

If you would like to provide any items for the 

Christmas box, please contact:                  

Teresa Schevel@ 410-742-9356 or             

email:  tschevel@HALOministry.org 

 

Menôs Gift Boxes: 
 

 
 

Scarf & Gloves 

Hats (toboggans) 

Socks  

Lip balm 
Hand lotion 

Deodorant 

Hardy candy 

 

Wishing you and your 
family a  

Blessed Christmas  
and New Year. 

 


